ALEXANDRIAN   AND   ROMAN   MEDICINE
former, in the healing power of the $vcris9 or Nature, and like
the latter, in the purposive creative power of Nature, or God,
always working towards a definite end and leaving nothing to
chance.
GALEN (c. A.D. 131-200) was born at Pergamos in Asia Minor.
This city, now called Bergamum, is some fifty miles north of
Smyrna (Izmir), and may be approached from that city by a
very rough road (1939). One may inspect, on a hillside with
a commanding view, the ruins of the theatre and of the Asklepieion,
which ranked next to that of Epidaurus in fame, but the lovely
temple was bodily removed by German archaeologists last century,
to be reconstructed at Berlin, where in the specially built " Per-
gamum Museum " it became one of the greatest art treasures of
Germany. Galen was the son of Nicon, a talented and wealthy
architect.1 " My father," he tells us, " was amiable, just, and
benevolent. My mother, on the other hand, had a very bad
temper ; she used to bite her serving maids, and was perpetually
shouting at my father." Apparently, then, Galen inherited the
brilliant intellect of his father, and the quarrelsome nature of his
mother. To Nicon it was revealed in a dream that his son would
become a distinguished physician, and he therefore gave him a
good education, first in philosophy at Pergamos and Smyrna, and
then in medicine at Alexandria.2 After some further study and
wandering in Greece, Italy, and Palestine, Galen returned to
Pergamos at the age of twenty-eight, and was appointed surgeon
to the school of gladiators, a post which naturally gave him ample
experience in the treatment of injuries. His fame increased, and
four years later he determined to seek further fortune in Rome.
There he practised, taught, and conducted experiments, soon
acquiring a large clientele and a vast reputation. After a few
yea<rs, however, he returned to Pergamos. It was said that he did
so to escape the plague, but a more likely explanation is that his
successes had so aroused the enmity of his colleagues that life in
Rome was becoming unpleasant and even dangerous. Later,
the Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, needed him, saying that " we
have but one physician, Galen." So he was summoned back to
Rome, and there he remained until his death, thirty years later.
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